
Outposts
of

The Kingdom

Catholic Education 
and the 

Transformation 
of the world

Unless otherwise noted, all written 
material © 2020 Deacon Keith Strohm



The Purpose of the Church

• To offer people salvation in Jesus Christ



The Purpose of the Church

“Go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them all I have commanded you to.”

--Matthew 28:19-20



The Purpose of Catholic Education

“Schools and 
universities need to be 
consistent and show 
continuity between 
their foundational 
mission and the 
church’s mission of 
evangelization.”
--2018 address to the Gravissimum
Educationis Foundation



The Purpose of the Church
“The apostles told the good news of Jesus 
Christ, and Catholic schools are an 
essential and integral ministry of the 
Catholic Church.”

--Thomas Burnford, President of NCEA



Revelation (The Church’s Teaching)

The Lived Experience of Catholics

There is a chasm between the Church’s theology . . . And the lived, spiritual 
experience of the majority of our people –Sherry Weddell 



Passivity
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Intentional Discipleship

• Definition: 

“An ‘intentional disciple’ is one who has made a 
PERSONAL ACT of faith and is actively in pursuit of 
wanting to know better the Jesus to whom he has 
entrusted himself. 

The "switch" from  passive to active has occurred, 
the moral life proposed by the church is no longer 
burdensome,  and is supported by a conscious 
sacramental life.”

--Carole Browne, PhD 



Intentional Discipleship

My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much 
fruit and prove to be my disciples

John 15:8



Intentional Discipleship

• Interior Signs of Discipleship

• Desire to see Jesus’ face in prayer

• Thirst to know God through Scripture

• Hunger for Jesus in the Eucharist

• Sorrow for sin through confession

• Trust that the Holy Spirit heals

• Detachment from whatever keeps me 
from loving God and others

• Patience that God is strengthening 
me to love Him and others

• Concern for souls

• Joy to share faith with others

• Peace through unity in Christ’s 
Church.



Catholic Education Accomplishes This By:

• Developing each student’s physical, moral, 
intellectual, and spiritual gifts in harmony

• Teaching responsibility and right use of freedom

• Preparing students to fulfill God’s calling in this 
world and to attain the eternal kingdom for 

which they were created.
The Cardinal Newman Society



In Catholic education, 
“There is no separation 
between time for learning 
and time for formation, 
between acquiring notions 
and growing in wisdom”; 
education and pedagogy, 
inspired by Gospel values 
and distinguished by the 
“illumination of all 
knowledge with the light of 
faith” allows formation to 
become living, conscious 

and active.

The Cardinal Newman Society



Implications



Transforming Parishes
“This necessary change, of course, 
is one of culture. This cultural 
change means a deep, deep 
change. It means changing what 
we consider to be normative for 
the Christian life. It means a total 
conversion of our lived values, not 
merely the stated ones. Compared 
to this change, all others, including 
closing churches, are merely 
cosmetic.” 

--Fr. James Mallon, Divine Renovation 



Transforming Culture

• Craft a clear vision and mission for Catholic 
Schools and Parish Religious Education 
Programs that are Christocentric and focused 
on evangelization and discipleship

• Link operational structures and processes to 
support the mission
Hire for Mission

 Form for Mission

Reward for Mission



Transforming Culture

• View the work of the school or religious 
education program through the lens of 
formation rather than primarily through the 
lens of intellectual learning.

• Attend to the accompaniment and formation of 
teachers, catechists, and administrators as 
disciples of Jesus Christ

• Offer them tools and training on how to 
evangelize and accompany their students



Transforming Culture

• “Religion Class” can no longer be just one 
subject among many taught

Look for opportunities to link lesson plans and subject areas 
among all of the disciplines or classes

• Find ways to bring the entire family into the 
formation process and help parents to 
encounter Jesus Christ as well as their 
children



Transforming Culture



Transforming Culture

• Be ruthless and intentional about answering 
the following question: What programs, 
processes, initiatives, and activities WILL WE 
STOP DOING to make space for schools and 
RE programs to accomplish the mission-
critical things we have just talked about.



Contact Info

Deacon Keith Strohm

keith@m3catholic.com

253-653-1782


